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20 Years Promoting Women’s
Human Rights in China

Yuan Feng
Women'’s Rights Advocate
Co-founder of Equality*

Abstract

“Women’s rights are human rights” was heard and spread in China around
1995 at the time of the World Conference on Women of the UN in Beijing. In
addition, NGOs were beginning to be accepted then and won some form of
encouragement. Thus, an impetus for women to associate and hold the state
accountable grew. Against this background, bottom-up activism promoting
women’s human rights came of age in three stages. As a witness and
participant, the author presents three features of this movement: the setting-up
of women’s/feminist groups, a push for law reform, as well as the use of the
international human rights conventions. She reflects on this experience, and
reveals the complexity facing future developments.

Keywords

China, women’s human rights, law reform, treaty body

* Equality is an NGO based in Beijing working for women's rights and gender equality.



